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Picture release 
  

Stuttgart, September 9, 2025 

IAA Mobility: Federal Chancellor Friedrich Merz 
visits MAHLE  

 

 

(from left): Dr. Markus Söder (Minister-President of the Free State of Bavaria), 

Patrick Schnieder (Federal Minister for Transport), Federal Chancellor Friedrich 

Merz, CEO MAHLE Arnd Franz, VDA President Hildegard Müller and Katherina 

Reiche (Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Energy) 

 

Federal Chancellor Friedrich Merz visited automotive supplier MAHLE on 

Tuesday as part of his opening tour at IAA Mobility in Munich. CEO Arnd 

Franz presented a highly efficient range extender system for battery 

electric vehicles. It consists of a particularly compact high-voltage 

generator that operates without rare earth elements, and a small efficient 

combustion engine. The system extends the performance of an electric 

vehicle's high-voltage battery and enables ranges of up to 1,350 kilometers 

with just one battery charge. With regard to CO2 regulation in Europe, Franz 

emphasized that the path to technological diversity must also be paved in 

Europe. “We need freedom for ideas, freedom for competition between 
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technologies”, he said. Chancellor Merz expressed his enthusiasm for the 

range extender technology. He said he wanted to work to ensure that 

technologies developed by German companies are put on the road in 

Europe. Politicians set the goal: climate neutrality. The path to achieving 

this goal must be determined by engineers, not politicians, Merz said. 

In addition to products for purely battery electric vehicles, MAHLE is 

strategically focusing on advanced range extenders to eliminate 

customers' range anxiety and facilitate the transition to e-mobility. To 

reduce greenhouse gases in road transport more quickly, the company 

advocates that Europe should also politically enable range extenders and 

hybrid vehicles as well as renewable fuels.  

 

Note for editors: The digital press kit for IAA Mobility 2025  

with additional information and image material is available in the MAHLE Newsroom at 

https://newsroom.mahle.com/press/de/events/iaa-mobility-2025/ or via this QR code: 

 

Image copyright: MAHLE GmbH 

 

 

 

Contact persons for MAHLE communications:  

Kerstin Lau   

Head of Media Relations  

Phone: +49 173 6180 956 

E-mail: kerstin.cynthia.lau@mahle.com 

 

Manuela Hoehne   

Director Communications   

Phone: +49 173 3180 217 

E-mail: manuela.hoehne@mahle.com 

 

 

 

https://newsroom.mahle.com/press/de/events/iaa-mobility-2025/
mailto:kerstin.cynthia.lau@mahle.com
mailto:manuela.hoehne@mahle.com


 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About MAHLE 

MAHLE is a leading international development partner and supplier to the automotive industry with customers in both passenger 
car and commercial vehicle sectors. Founded in 1920, the technology group is working on the climate-neutral mobility of 
tomorrow, with a focus on the strategic areas of electrification and thermal management as well as further technologies to 
reduce carbon emissions, such as fuel cells or highly efficient, clean combustion engines that also run on renewable fuels, such 
as hydrogen. Today, one in every two vehicles globally is equipped with MAHLE components.  

MAHLE generated sales of €11.7 billion in 2024. Employing just under 68,000 people at 135 production locations and 11 
technology centers, the company is represented in 28 countries. (as at: 12/31/2024) 

#weshapefuturemobility 


