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IAA TRANSPORTATION: German Federal
Transport Minister Bilger visits MAHLE
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(from left: Arnd Franz, MAHLE CEO, Federal Minister of Transport Steffen Bilger, VDA
President Hildegard Mdiller, Olaf Lies, Minister President of Lower Saxony, Grant Hendrik
Tonne, Minister of Economic Affairs, Transport and Building Lower Saxony)

As part of the opening tour of IAA TRANSPORTATION 2026 in Hanover,
German Federal Transport Minister Steffen Bilger visited the technology group
MAHLE. During the visit, CEO Arnd Franz presented the company’s new Range
Extender system for battery-electric trucks. The compact unit extends vehicle
range to more than 800 kilometers while reducing CO, emissions by more than
80 percent compared with a conventional diesel truck during operation. When
powered by HVO100, the vehicle can operate with virtually no CO, emissions.
“Our Range Extender makes electric mobility in long-haul transport more
economical, flexible and practical,” said Arnd Franz. “This enables transport
companies to transition to low-emission drivetrains much faster.”

Franz emphasized that the transformation of road freight transport will only
succeed through a technology-neutral approach. In addition to battery-electric
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drivetrains, hydrogen, renewable fuels and Range Extenders will play an
important role in achieving effective and economically viable CO, reduction.
MAHLE advocates assessing all technologies based on their actual climate
impact and designing regulatory frameworks that reflect real-world operating
conditions. The company therefore welcomes the fact that the positive
contribution of Range Extender vehicles to CO, reduction is being considered at
both the European and German levels as part of the ongoing development of
truck toll regulations.

The digital press folder for IAA Transportation 2026 with further information and images is
available at the MAHLE Newsroom https://link.mahle.com/iaatransportation2026EN or via
this QR code:

Image copyright: MAHLE GmbH
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Head of Media Relations

Phone: +49 173 618 0956

E-mail: kerstin.cynthia.lau@mahle.com

Elena Barth

Press Officer

Phone: +49 151 108 884 91
E-mail: elena.barth@mahle.com

About MAHLE

MAHLE is a leading international development partner and supplier to the automotive industry with customers in both passenger
car and commercial vehicle sectors. Founded in 1920, the technology group is working on the climate-neutral mobility of
tomorrow, with a focus on the strategic areas of electrification and thermal management as well as further technologies to
reduce carbon emissions, such as fuel cells or highly efficient, clean combustion engines that also run on synthetic fuels,
renewable fuels or hydrogen.

MAHLE generated sales of €11.3 billion in 2025. Employing some 64,000 people at 127 production locations and 11 technology
centers, the company is represented in 28 countries. (as at: 12/31/2025)

#weshapefuturemobility
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